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Application and Reasoning

Step 5: Identifying Word Classes in Sentences

National Curriculum Objectives:

Terminology for pupils:

• English Year 2: (2G1.1) noun

• English Year 2: (2G1.2) verb

• English Year 2: (2G1.3) adjective

• English Year 2: (2G1.6) adverb

• English Year 3: (3G1.4) conjunction

• English Year 3: (3G1.7) preposition

• English Year 4: (4G1.8) determiner

• English Year 6: (6G1.9) subject

• English Year 6: (6G1.9) object

Differentiation: 

Questions 1, 4 and 7 (Application)

Developing Use knowledge of nouns, verbs, adjectives and adverbs to write a sentence.

Expected Use knowledge of all word classes to write a sentence with two containing all 

words.

Greater Depth Use knowledge of all word classes to write sentences containing multiple 

clauses.

Questions 2, 5 and 8 (Reasoning)

Developing Use knowledge of language to select nouns, verbs, adjectives and adverbs to 

be included in a sentence in order to improve them.

Expected Use knowledge of language to select words to be included in sentences in order 

to improve them, using all word classes.

Greater Depth Use knowledge of language to select appropriate word classes to be 

included in sentences with multiple clauses in order to improve them.

Questions 3, 6 and 9 (Reasoning)

Developing Use knowledge of language to prove if a particular word class (nouns, verbs, 

adjectives and adverbs) needs to be included in a sentence in order to make sense.

Expected Use knowledge of language to prove if a particular word class needs to be 

included in sentences in order to make sense. Includes all word classes.

Greater Depth Use knowledge of language to prove if a particular word class needs to be 

included in sentences with multiple clauses in order to make sense. Includes all word 

classes.

More resources which follow the same small steps as White Rose.
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Identifying Word Classes in 

Sentences

Identifying Word Classes in 

Sentences

1a. Write a sentence containing each of 

the following word classes. Label one 

example of each word class.

1b. Write a sentence containing each of 

the following word classes. Label one 

example of each word class.

2a. Holly is trying to improve her writing 

by adding an adjective to the sentence 

below. Is this possible?

Don’t go outside until I say so!

If so, where can the adjective go?

Is there more than one possibility?

2b. Louise is trying to improve her writing 

by adding an adverb to the sentence 

below. Is this possible?

Walk down the stairs please.

If so, where can the adverb go?

Is there more than one possibility?

3a. True or false? These sentences need 

to have a verb. Explain your answer.

3b. True or false? These sentences need 

to have an adjective. Explain your 

answer.

A A

R R

R R
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noun verb

adjective adverb

The actress fell over on stage.

The gift shop sells a good choice of 

cards.

The phone did not stop ringing.

He took the red box home with him.

Can you bring me your history book?

Please leave the building through the 

fire door.

noun verb

adjective adverb

D D

D D

D D
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Identifying Word Classes in 

Sentences

Identifying Word Classes in 

Sentences

4a. Write a sentence containing each of 

the following word classes. Label one 

example of each word class.

4b. Write a sentence containing each of 

the following word classes. Label each 

part.

5a. Sara is trying to improve her writing by 

adding an adverb to the sentence below. 

Is this possible?

We crept down the hallway hoping 
to get past the door without being 
heard.

If so, where can the adverb go?

Is there more than one possibility?

5b. Ron is trying to improve his writing by 

adding a conjunction to the sentence 

below. Is this possible?

Her daughter really disliked going 
to the dentist, she had to have her 
tooth out.

If so, where can the preposition go?

Is there more than one possibility?

6a. True or false? These sentences need 

to have a noun. Explain your answer.

6b. True or false? These sentences need 

to have an adjective. Explain your 

answer.

A A

R R

R R

E E

E E

E E
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noun verb adjective

adverb preposition determiner

conjunction subject object

Sit down on the chair at once!

Please will you mop the floor?

Get in the car so we can set off please!

noun verb adjective

adverb preposition determiner

conjunction subject object

There is a traffic jam ahead.

Security cameras are operating in this 

area.

The final task is completed.
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sentences

Identifying Word Classes in 

Sentences

7a. Write a paragraph containing each of 

the following word classes. Label one 

example of each word class.

7b. Write a paragraph containing each of 

the following word classes. Label one 

example of each word class.

8a. Victoria is trying to improve her writing 

by adding a preposition to the sentence 

below. Is this possible?

The girls ran off to hide.

If so, where can the preposition go?

Is there more than one possibility?

8b. Chris is trying to improve his writing by 

adding an object to the sentence below. 

Is this possible?

The napkins blew off in the wind.

If so, where can the object go?

Is there more than one possibility?

9a. True or false? These sentences need 

to have an object. Explain your answer.

9b. True or false? These sentences need 

to have a conjunction. Explain your 

answer.

A A

R R

R R
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noun verb adjective

adverb preposition determiner

conjunction subject object

Dad was painting the bathroom.

The farmer was tired after milking the 

cows.

Mum was baking a cake whilst it 

rained.

noun verb adjective

adverb preposition determiner

conjunction subject object

Unless you finish you cannot go outside.

He has been sad since he left his job.

They wondered if they could go home.

GD GD

GD GD

GD GD
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Developing

1a. Various answers, for example: The 

busy (adjective) train (noun) arrived 

(verb) late (adverb).

2a. No, an adjective would not fit in this 

sentence. 

3a. True. Without a verb the sentences 

have no meaning or sense. For example, 

‘The gift shop a good choice of cards.’ 

Expected

4a. Various answers, for example: The silly  

(adjective) dog (subject, noun) ran (verb) 

excitedly (adverb) around (preposition) 

the corner (object) but (conjunction) he 

came back obediently (adverb). 

5a. Yes, adding an adverb is possible. 

Various possible answers, for example: 

The adverb ‘slowly’ could be added at the 

start of the sentence.

6a. False. Each sentence can omit the 

noun and still make sense. If the noun is 

removed, it is also necessary to remove 

the preposition and determiner in the 

example ‘Sit down at once!’

Greater Depth

7a. Various answers, for example: 

During the test, the (determiner) teacher 

(noun, subject) walked (verb) around 

(preposition) the

classroom (noun, object) so (conjunction) 

she could see if all (adjective) the children 

were working silently (adverb).

8a. Yes, a preposition can be added. 

Various possible answers, for example: 

The word ‘inside’ could go at the end of 

the sentence. There is only one possibility 

of where the preposition could go.

9a. False. Each sentence can omit the 

object and still be understood. For 

example, ‘The farmer was tired’.

Developing

1b. Various answers, for example: The tiny 

(adjective) puppy licked (verb) her face 

(noun) excitedly (adverb).

2b. Yes, an adverb could be added. For 

example, ‘quickly’ could be added to the 

start of the sentence or after ‘stairs’.

3b. False. The adjectives make the 

meaning of the sentences clearer but they 

do not need to have them. For example, 

‘Can you bring me your book?’

Expected

4b. Various answers, for example: An 

(determiner) enormous (adjective) turnip 

(subject) was pulled (verb) quickly 

(adverb) from (preposition) the ground 

(object) although (conjunction) it took 

three people (noun).

5b. Yes, adding a conjunction is possible. 

Various possible answers, for example: 

The conjunction ‘despite’ could be added 

at the start of the sentence or ‘but’ could 

replace the comma.

6b. False. The adjectives make the 

meaning of the sentences clearer but they 

do not need to have them. For example, 

‘Cameras are operating in this area.’ 

Greater Depth

7b. Various answers, for example: 

So that (conjunction) she (subject) could 

(verb) look after an elderly (adjective) 

patient (object) who had taken ill 

suddenly (adverb) in the waiting room, the 

doctor had to rush out (preposition) of her 

(determiner) appointment (noun).

8b. Yes, an object could be added. 

Various possible answers, for example: the 

word ‘table’ could be added after ‘blew 

off’. There is only one possibility of where 

an object could go.

9b. True, the sentence would not make 

sense if the conjunction is taken out. For 

example, ‘You finish you cannot go 

outside.’
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