
Homework/Extension

Step 5: Direct and Indirect Speech

National Curriculum Objectives:

English Year 4: (4G5.7) Using and punctuating direct speech

English Year 4: (4G5.7) Use of inverted commas and other punctuation to indicate direct 

speech [for example, a comma after the reporting clause; end punctuation within inverted 

commas: The conductor shouted, “Sit down!”]

Differentiation: 

Questions 1, 4 and 7 (Varied Fluency)

Developing Sort the sentences into the table to show which contain direct and indirect 

speech. Includes individual sentences which do not form a conversation.

Expected Sort the sentences into the table to show which contain direct and indirect 

speech. Includes sentences in short paragraphs with more than one speaker and a range 

of synonyms for ‘said’.

Greater Depth Sort the sentences into the categories direct and indirect speech and say 

how many of each there are. Includes sentences in short paragraphs with more than one 

speaker, speech interspersed with narrative and a range of synonyms for ‘said’.

Questions 2, 5 and 8 (Varied Fluency)

Developing Tick to show where the missing speech punctuation should be placed. 

Includes sentences as outlined for Question 1.

Expected Tick to show where the missing speech punctuation should be placed. Includes 

short paragraphs as outlined in Question 4.

Greater Depth Tick to show where the missing speech punctuation should be placed. 

Includes short paragraphs as outlined in Question 7. 

Questions 3, 6 and 9 (Application and Reasoning)

Developing Explain which sentence is the odd one out. Includes sentences as outlined for 

Question 1.

Expected Explain which sentence is the odd one out. Includes short paragraphs as 

outlined in Question 4.

Greater Depth Explain which sentence is the odd one out. Includes short paragraphs as 

outlined in Question 7.

More resources from our Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling 

scheme of work.
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Direct and Indirect Speech

1. Sort the sentences into the table.

2. Tick the sentences which have used inverted commas correctly.

3. Which sentence below is the odd one out?

Explain your reasoning.
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Direct Speech Indirect Speech

“That should have been a penalty!” shouted the footballer.

“Where did you find that? asked Simon.”

The treasure is buried on the island, “said the pirate.”

“We must search the jungle,” said the explorer.

“I’m going to the zoo with my class tomorrow, said Jordan.

A. “What time is it?” asked Rosie.

B. My mum told me to do my homework.

C. Martin said, “I can’t wait to go to the beach.”

D. Neil asked if he could borrow a pencil.

A. Liam said, “My dad is taking me on a trip to China next year.”

B. “You deserve a sticker for all of your hard work,” said Miss Patel.

C. Danny asked me to go bowling with him.



Direct and Indirect Speech

4. Sort the sentences from the paragraph into the table.

Alfie’s mum told him that he could invite a friend over. He rang Oscar and asked him if 

he wanted to play in the garden.

“Definitely! I’ll be there in 10 minutes,” replied Oscar.

Alfie said, “Great! Don’t forget to bring your new football.”

5. Tick to show where inverted commas are missing in the paragraph below.

6. Which sentence in the paragraph below is the odd one out?

Marvin ordered his assistant, Jeff, to get a new chair for his office. “It’s so 

uncomfortable!” he complained. Jeff showed him the furniture catalogue 

and asked him to choose the one that he wanted.

Explain your reasoning.
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Direct Speech Indirect Speech

Isabelle asked Mr Jones to help her during their Maths lesson. He smiled at her

and said, Of course. What do you need help with? 

I don’t understand how to solve the word problem, she responded. Mr Jones

suggested that she get some counters and a place value grid.



Direct and Indirect Speech

7. Read the paragraphs below. 

As they approached the abandoned house, Jake looked round at his friends. 

Cautiously, he asked them if they were scared. Laughing loudly, Zoe responded, “No, 

I’ve been looking forward to this for weeks!”

All of a sudden, they heard a loud bang from behind the door. They froze and stared 

at each other in horror. Mike yelled, “Run!” at the top of his lungs. As they scrambled 

back down the path, Zoe reluctantly admitted that she was absolutely terrified.

How many sentences include direct speech? Which sentences are they?

How many sentences include indirect speech? Which sentences are they?

8. Circle to show where inverted commas are missing in the paragraph below.

9. Which sentence in the paragraph below is the odd one out?

Greg had worked so hard to win the Science Fair competition. When Professor Dorwin

told him, “What an incredible scientist he had become.” Greg couldn’t stop himself 

from beaming with pride. He thanked the professor for all of the help and support he 

had given him over the years. Professor Dorwin reminded him, “You could have never 

achieved this without your hard work and determination, Greg.”

Explain your reasoning.

VF 

HW/Ext

VF 

HW/Ext

AR 

HW/Ext

GD

GD

GD

classroomsecrets.co.uk
Homework/Extension – Direct and Indirect Speech – Year 5 Greater Depth

© Classroom Secrets Limited 2019

Dipping  her  toes  into  the  warm,  glittering  ocean,  Arya  smiled  to  herself.  She

turned  and  mischievously  asked  her  brother  if  he  was  up  for  a  challenge. 

What  have  you  got  in  mind?  he  questioned  curiously.  With  a  wide  grin  on 

her  face,  she  pointed  to  the  buoys  bobbing  in  the  water  and  announced,  I’ll

race  you  there  and  back!



Homework/Extension
Direct and Indirect Speech

Developing

1. Direct Speech – A and C, Indirect Speech – B and D 

2. “That should have been a penalty!” shouted the footballer. 

“We must search the jungle,” said the explorer.

3. C is the odd one out because it contains indirect speech. The other sentences contain 

direct speech.

Expected

4. Direct Speech – “Definitely! I’ll be there in ten minutes,” replied Oscar. Alfie said, 

“Great! Don’t forget to bring your new football.” Indirect Speech – Alfie’s mum told him 

that he could invite a friend over. He rang Oscar and asked him if he wanted to play in 

the garden.

5. 

6. The second sentence is the odd one out because it contains direct speech. The other 

sentences contain indirect speech.

Greater Depth

7. Two sentences include direct speech – ‘Laughing loudly, Zoe responded, “No, I’ve 

been looking forward to this for weeks!”’ and ‘Mike yelled, “Run!” at the top of his lungs.’ 

Two sentences include indirect speech – ‘Cautiously, he asked them if they were scared.’ 

and ‘As they scrambled back down the path, Zoe reluctantly admitted that she was 

absolutely terrified.’

8.

9. Various answers, for example: The second sentence is the odd one out because it has 

been written incorrectly. This sentence includes indirect speech so the inverted commas 

are not needed and it should be joined with the next sentence. The correct sentence is: 

When Professor Dorwin told him what an incredible scientist he had become, Greg 

couldn’t stop himself from beaming with pride. 

The last sentence is the odd one out because it is the only one that includes direct 

speech. The second sentence has used inverted commas incorrectly with indirect 

speech so this does not count.
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